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Congressional Watchdog 


from page 1 

In contrast, Walter F. Mondale, the lead- 
ing Democratic presidential candidate, 
wondered aloud during a recent nationally 
televised debate whether registration ought 
to be abolished. Still, draft observers greeted 
Mondale’s comment with some skepticism. 
Although Mondale reportedly opposed the 
return to draft registration during the Carter 
Administration, one of Mondale’s top aides 
worked against the Sabo-Green effort to res- 
cind registration funds last year. 

CO Box 

The one piece of registration-related leg- 
islation that will be considered in the second 
session is the possibility of allowing people 
to register as conscientious objectors. On 
February 29, 1984, the House Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee on HUD-Independent 
Agencies will hold its oversight hearing for 
Selective Service. By that time the subcom- 
mittee will have had a chance to sift through 
the Selective Service study on this issue. (See 
the December 1983 REPORTER for a cri- 
tique of the study.) 

In the meantime, current Selective Ser- 
vice scheduling threatens to circumvent the 
CO box issue. If a CO box were ordered by 
Congress, new registration forms w ould have 
to be printed. The current supply of registra- 
tion forms will run out this spring, and Selec- 
tive Service has been preparing to reprint the 
forms. on February 20, 1984—nine days 


Prisoners of 
Conscience 


by Ann Clark 





Attorneys for David Wayte have filed a 
petition asking the U.S. Supreme Court to 
hear Wayte’s appeal. 

The government has petitioned for an en 
banc re-hearing in the case of Mark 
Schmucker. In late November a panel of 
three judges in the Sixth Circuit of Appeals 
reversed Schmucker’s conviction and ruled 
that the original trial judge must grant him 
an eVidentiary hearing on selective prosecu- 
tion. 

Gillam Kerley still awaits a ruling on 
dismissal of his indictment. The federal mag- 
istrate in his case recommended dismissal 
due to illegal promulgation of the registra- 
tion regulations, a recommendation appealed 
by the government to the trial judge. Mean- 
while, the judge has denied Kerley’s motion 
for television coverage of his courtroom 
proceedings and Kerley has appealed that 
ruling to the Seventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

The zip code in Ed Hasbrouck’s address 
was incorrect last month. Hasbrouck’s cor- 
rect address is Edward Hasbrouck, #13603- 
038, Federal Prison Camp, Lewisburg, PA 
17837. 

LATE NEWS: A three-judge panel in the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals has affirmed 
the conviction of Ben Sasway, who will 
appeal the decision. Sasway is free on bond; 
he had been sentenced to 30 months in 
prison. + 


before the subcommittee holds its hearing on 
the CO box. It Selective Service prints as 
many forms as they did last time(11 million), 
implementation of CO registration would 
involve throwing away millions of freshly 
printed but obsolete forms, thus inflating the 
cost of CO registration. NISBCO is working 
on Capitol Hill to get the February 20 print- 
ing postponed or reduced in size. 
REPORTER readers are particularly 
encouraged to write to the subcommittee 
about CO registration. To move the sub- 
committee to act, conscientious objectors 
will have to voice their concerns quickly. 
You can reach the representatives at the 
following address: Rep. 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. 
The Capitol switchboard phone number is 
(202) 224-3121. The members of the sub- 
committee are Rep. Edward Boland, D-MA- 
2, Kep. Bob Traxler, D-MI-8, Rep. Louis 
Stokes, D-OH-21, Rep. Lindy Boggs, D- 
LA-2, Rep. Martin Olav Sabo, DFL-MN-5, 
Rep. Bill Boner, D-TN-5, Rep. Bill Green, 
R-NY-15, Rep. Lawrence Coughlin, R-PA- 
13, and Rep. Jerry Lewis, R-CA-35. * 
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stituency of NISBCO will revive the issue of 
selective objection to war. 

Specific pregrams of education among 
our diverse constituency must be tailored in 
cooperation with the leadership of our con- 
stituents. Seminaries and colleges must be 
provided with the wisest ethical insight as 
they respond to the demands of the govern- 
ment that they enforce the Selective Service 
Act. The pool of trained draft counselors 
must be enlarged as the nation moves further 
toward war. 

There is more to do than NISBCO and its 
allies can do. The diversity of religious moti- 
vation and degrees of commitment among 
those cooperating in NISBCO are growing. 

New members of the Consultative Coun- 
cil who are not from traditional peace church 
perspectives and the increase of non-coopera- 
tion with conscription are evidence of that 
growth. 

Our agreement as to the importance of 
our common concern for conscientious 
objection is firm. We are at the end of the 
present age. Let us live righteously that we 
may engender a more peaceable age, God 
being our helper. 
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CALC is going ahead with plans to set upa 
network of student draft counselors in the 
schools. Thus, if Skotnicki is ultimately suc- 
cessful in gaining access to the schools, the 
network will already be in place. 
Commenting on the decision, Skotnicki 
declared, “It establishes a precedent with 
clear national implications and a framework 
that will insure that an open-ended discus- 
sion on war and peace, violence and nonvio- 
lence, will be a part of the curriculum of 
many of our nation’s schools. Students have 
the right to hear both sides of the issue before 
making a decision that may involve the tak- 
ing of human life.” s 
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